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“Lent, A Journey Toward Easter”

We often speak in UCC about being on a journey. It’s a dominating metaphor for Congre-
gationalists who were once described as Pilgrims. We are people on a journey. In fact our
earliest covenants defined our commitment to our faith in words such as “binding our lives
to walk together.” And why shouldn’t it? The idea of a journey is something we find from
the Old to the New Testament. The people of Israel were delivered from Egypt and started
a forty year journey with God to the promised-land. Jesus called his disciples to follow
him; in other words, to join him on this journey.

On February 22" we begin a different kind of journey. It’s a journey that lasts forty days
and takes us from Ash Wednesday, to that moment when the sun rises on Easter morning.
It’s not just a time of introspection. It’s not just a time of preparation. It’s a time of journey-
ing. It’s how we get to Easter.

Getting to Easter is not simply waiting the days out to Easter day. It’s getting to Easter in
our hearts. | once heard a preaching professor tell a story about a Native American who
traveled to his brother’s funeral by way of canoe. A journey that could have taken hours
ended up taking days. You see, he wasn’t just interested in arriving at his destination. It
was returning by the way of his ancestors, reflecting on his brother’s death, and the flow of
life, that helped him to arrive for this funeral service prepared in much deeper ways. That’s
what | mean by journeying toward Easter. If we don’t begin by hearing Christ speaking to
us as we begin Lent, these words. “If you want to be my disciple, then you must deny
yourself, take up your cross and follow me.” If we don’t share with Jesus and his disciples
his last meal, if we don’t spend the evening with him as he prayed in the garden, or watch
from a distance his trial, the reaction of his disciples, his torture and crucifixion, then we
don’t come to Easter prepared. It would be similar to the Native American man arriving at
his brother’s funeral in a car. It wouldn’t be the same. By skipping Lent, we may arrive at
our destination, an Easter Service, but we may not arrive at Easter.

There will be many ways for you in the coming weeks, to travel those forty days to Easter.
I’ve spoken of many different disciplines in years before. But as a community, you can
join us for an Ash Wednesday Service on February 22", as we begin the journey, Palm
Sunday Concert on April 1%, as we travel through the last week, a Maundy Thursday Ser-
vice on April 4", a Community Good Friday Service on April 6", and a Sunrise Service
around 6:00am at Booth Park on April 8", as well as our traditional service at 10:00am.
These are some ways during the forty days of Lent, that we can journey together toward
Easter.

The Rev. Ed Rawls
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- Worship for February

February 5 — Holy Communion — Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, | Corinthians 9:16-23,
‘Mark 1:29-39 - Message — “They That Wait Upon the Lord”

February 12 — 2 Kings 5:1-14, Psalm 30, | Corinthians 9:24-27, Mark 1:40-45
‘Message — “Naaman Had it All”

February 19 — Transfiguration Sunday — “Fat Sunday”— 2: Kings 2:1-12,

'Palms 50:1-6, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9 — Message — “The Chariots of Heaven”
February 22 — Ash Wednesday Service — 7:00pm — Imposition of Ashes

— “Preparing for Easter”

February 26 — First Sunday in Lent — Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25:1-10, | Peter 3:18-22, Mark
11:9-15 — “According to Your Steadfast Love, Remember Me”

: "Ash Wednesday"

EWhy an Ash Wednesday Service? Well, last year Marion Speer and Diana Kunkel
Easked if we could have an Ash Wednesday Service. It was already too late to plan so
I told them to remind me early enough the following year and I would try to do one. '
: Well, right on time, Diana Kunkel sent me an email saying. "I remember you saying to
Eremind you in January to do an Ash Wednesday Service, well here's the reminder.” I
Ecan’f remember if I have done one here or whether it's been at other UCC Churches
Ewher‘e I have pastored. But it can be a very moving service and prepare us to enter
Eim‘o the Lenten Season. I am having an Ash Wednesday Service on February 22" at :
:7:00pm. This will be a short service of prayers and song with the conclusion of coming
: forward to receive ashes if you are so inclined. :

[
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

Pastor's Weekly Letter
Some of you may not be aware of this. But there is a e-letter, or e-newsletter that the
pastor sends out each week sharing all of the details of what is happening in the church the
coming week and what has happened the week before. There are lots of pictures of our
events, a devotional, and even a joke. If you'd like to be placed on the list for receiving
this letter you can write me, at my email address, pastoredrawls@yahoo.com.




Lenten Dinners 2012

Lenten Dinners will begin on Friday February 24, 2012
and continue thru Friday March 30, 2012. We begin
N serving at 4:30 and finish at 7:00. We serve fresh fish
that is baked or fried, french fries, cole slaw, bread,
dessert, and a beverage. The cost is $8.00 for seniors, $9.00 for
adults, and children ten and under eat free. We also offer fried
scallops, clam cakes, and shrimp at market price.

If you would like to help at the Lenten Dinners please call Sue

Wilson at 203-375-3074 for dishwashing, other help on Friday eve-
nings, or for table set up on Wednesdays. We need waiters and
waitresses to serve the customers on Fridays also. We have two
shifts for the wait staff, 4:00 to 5:30 and 5:30to 7:00. Working

at the Lenten Dinners is a great way to serve your church and a
great way to enjoy the good fellowship that happens on the Fridays

during Lent. -Sue Wilson

Electronic Fund Transfers

Parishioners of the church are now able to have their weekly or monthly
contribution pledge transferred directly from their checking account into
the church's checking account. Thus, we have eliminated the need to write
a check or be concerned about missing payment while on vacation or away
for any reason. The history of direct deposit indicates that there is a di-
rect correlation between an increase in direct deposit and an increase in
contribution income. One only needs to complete a short one-page form.
Call the church office or ask an usher to obtain the form. Concerned that
you will have nothing to place in the basket? Why not place a short note in
the basket indicating what you are thankful for during the past week.
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Please welcome the new members that joined the church family on January 15, 2012

Beverly Burns of Stratford joins by confession of faith. Beverly is a retired

reading teacher and is currently employed by Stamford Archieves in Stamford.

he is interested in Christian Education and serving as an Usher. Beverly

enjoys reading and walking.

Susan Collazo of Stratford joins by reaffirmation of faith. Susan is a registered

nurse at Yale New Haven Hospital in New Haven. She is interested in

volunteering for the Church Fair and serving as an Usher. Susan enjoys

fishing camping and outdoor activities. In addition she is interested in

spiritual growth and meditation.

Patrick and Janet Kane of Stratford are both joining by reaffirmation of faith.

Patrick is a Brand Manager at Energizer in Shelton. Janet is employed by

Fairfield Public Schools and is a Speech Pathologist. Special interests are

running and quilting.

Cynthia Thompson of Milford is joining by letter of transfer. She is a Registered

Nurse at Milford Hospital. Cynthia is interested in the Caregivers Program by

visiting shut-ins and emergency care. She would also like to serve on the

Diaconate and the Women’s Service League, and would like to be an Usher.

She enjoys reading and walking.

Ronald Tichy of Stratford is joining by confession of faith. He is self-employed

by Apex Handyman Services in Stratford. He is currently an Advisor for the youth group.
He has a special skill in maintenance.

Frances Morra is joining by letter of transfer. She is a teacher and is employed by

Luis Munoz School in Bridgeport. Frances is interested in serving on the following boards,
Christian Education, the Board of Benevolence, and the Diaconate. In addition, she would like

to serve as an Usher, help out with the fair and has already joined the Bell Choir. Frances enjoys
music with her family by singing and playing instruments. She loves to read, cook, bake garden

and the outdoors.
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Sunday School News
By Kristine Bacon
Director of Christian Education

Congratulations 6rade 3 & 4, the 2011 UNICEF Challenge Winners! This year the children in each
grade worked together as a class to raise money for UNICEF. After all of the donations were tabulated,
Grade 3 & 4 was found to have raised the most money. On January 22™ the winners were rewarded with a
special snack of apple slices, gold fish crackers and juice.

Congratulations to class members: Katherine Allen, Joshua Bacon, Kevin Collazo, Victoria Delgado, Mi-
chael DiBlase, Neal DiBlase, Jack Dobos, Noah Jones, Alexandria McNemar, Susie Poisson, Matthew
Ranilla, Tony Saviano, Marcella Silberger and Hayden Smith.

Congratulations to teachers: Mallory Companik and Deb Lindberg

i THANK YOU to all of the parents, children and friends who supported this year's UNICEF challenge. The grand
| total raised by the entire Sunday School was $82.37. More information about UNICEF and its programs for
i helping children can be found at http://www.unicef.org/.

February 2012 Lessons / Calendar:
February 5™ - Lesson: Jesus' Baptism
February 12™ - Lesson: The Disciples / Scout Sunday
Scout Sunday is when our own Boy Scout Troop 71 from First
Congregational Church takes part in the Worship service and
we recoghize Cub, Boy and Girl Scouts in our congregation.
February 19™ - Family Sunday (Winter Break)
No Sunday School - please attend worship as a Family - this day is
"Fat Sunday" - a wonderful service full of music!
February 26™ - The Lord's Prayer
We will have a Children's Moment on this Sunday

Carned Beel Sancdwiches 1o G

| |
| |
| The Board of Christian Education will be taking orders for Corned |
| Beef on Rye Sandwiches in March. |
| |
| |

Please watch for future announcements in the bulletin and for flyers
posted in the church. All proceeds will go towards Silver Lake
Scholarships. |



PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE - Do you remember?

According to the church’s constitution, the purpose of the Pastoral Relations
Committee is

to provide a supportive and congenial environment for the Pastor(s) for
discussing his/her issues

to provide a healthy and constructive atmosphere for open discussion
and the exchange of ideas with the Pastor(s)

actively solicit input from the congregation both in areas of praise and
areas of concern related to the ministry of the Church

to provide a conduit to appropriate Boards and Committees concerning
issues in their domain

to provide for feedback mechanism which allows information to freely

flow back to the congregation with discretion and tact

Your PRC is presently made up of the following five members:

Barbara Hickey Ray Severance Fred Zorn
Don Robbins Gale Whittemore

The next scheduled meeting : Tuesday, February 7, 2012

WOMEN'S SERVICE LEAGUE
FEBRUARY 11

The next meeting of the Women's Service League will take place
on Saturday, February 11 at 10 AM in Upper Packard Hall. We will be
enticed by Carol Haberlin and Barbara Hickey's delectable goodies.
If you have not ever attended a meeting, please consider coming.
You might have just the suggestion we need for our future planning.
We especially invite the ladies that recently joined our church.
All are welcome. We look forward to welcoming YOU.

-Irene Breault




PF Voice
Pilgrim Fellowship Kids and Advisors!
February 2012

SUPER BOWL Fun @BOUNCE - U
BAKTE SALE f |

PF FUNDRAISER
FEBRUARY 5

AFTER WORSHIP
UFFEER PACKARD HALL
PON'T MISS ALL OF OUR

YUMMYTREATS
TO TAKE HOME
FOR

THE BlG : % ey
GCGAME" Our January Outing, next month
Ice Skating!

It the weeks laading Up ta Super Bowl Sunday,
Pilerim Fellowship Youth Group will be taking up
collection asking for one dallar or ane item of fond
for peonle in need. We will give 100% of vour
onation diractly to the Stratford South-End
Community Canter and Stratford Baptist Church.
Thank You & God Bless You!

Dear children, let us stop just saping we love each other, Let us really show it by our actions.
It is by our actions that we know we are living i the truth . . . 1 John 5:18-19




The Music Committee Presents:

The 19" Annual Valentine’s Potluck Dinner and Talent Show

Saturday, February 4, 2012

The Annual Music Committee's Valentine Potluck Dinner and Talent Show is scheduled
for Saturday - February 4, 2012 at 5:00 pm in Lower and Upper Packard Hall. This has
always been a sold out event - great food, wonderful fellowship and outstanding talent! If you
have been before, we will see you back again. If you have never been, it is a great way to
spend a Saturday Evening.

Talent participants should speak to Dr. Joe.

The cost is $ 8.00 for adults, $ 6.00 for seniors, and $ 3.00 for children over 5 years
old. You will be asked to bring a dish (main dish, salad, side or dessert)

when you sign-up.
The fees are payable at the time of sign-up.

We hope to see you therel

Your Music Committee

All proceeds go to the Special Music Fund.
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Board of Benevolence News

Fat Sunday & UCC Back Bay Mission - Our annual Fat Sunday service will be
held on February 19" 2012 and there will be a special collection to help those
still recovering from Hurricane Katrina. All donations will be sent to the UCC
Back Bay Mission, a community ministry of the United Church of Christ,
serving the Mississippi Gulf Coast and the wider church community. The
Housing Recovery/Work Camping program is one of Back Bay Mission’s
trademarks within the United Church of Christ. While the “work” in work camping has become
more intense and the term “housing recovery” more appropriate since Hurricane Katrina,
BBM'’s model of work camping is more in demand than ever. You can learn more about Back
Bay Mission by visiting their website at: http://www.thebackbaymission.org.

Food Bank - There remains a huge need for non-perishable food items this winter. Food items
such as pasta, rice, ramen noodles, single serving items, canned fruit, veggies, tuna, and soups
are very much appreciated. Please drop off your contributions in the basket in the narthex or
the window seat bin in the Church Street lobby. Our regular collection goes to First Baptist
Church of Stratford's Agape Food Pantry.

Clothing Collection - Did you get new clothes for Christmas? Please consider donating the older
gently used clothing and shoes to the Taste and See Ministries. The green collection bin is in our
Church parking lot. Please do not put household items in the bin. There is a number posted on
the bin to call for household item donations.

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund - The Board of Benevolence would like to remind you that another
way to help members of our church family and local community is the Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund. Envelopes for this fund are available every week in the pew racks and donations can be
made at any time. Each week Rev. Rawls meets with those in need and this fund allows him to
provide financial assistance for basic necessities.

YOUR BOARD OF BENEVOLENCE THANKS ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING GENEROSITY!
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BOCE Movie Night

When: Friday, February 17th at 7 PM
Where: Upper Packard Hall
Tickets: $2.00

Please join us on February 17th at 7:00pm for a fun filled
event! Come and enjoy a night out and see the movie
“‘Dolphin Tale” (Rated PG). This is an inspiring family film
about the friendship between a boy and an injured dolphin.

All proceeds will go toward the Silver Lake Scholarship
Fund. The scholarships help our Church families with the cost
of sending their children to Summer Camp at Silver Lake.

At the concession stand we will be selling
popcorn, candy and beverages.

14 Come dressed in your pajamas and bring a blanket, sleeping bag or
favorite folding chair. Get comfortable and enjoy the movie and a snack
and have a great time

We look forward to seeing you at the Movie Night event and
appreciate your support for this cause!

Please make payment in advance for your movie tickets. Please make checks payable
to First Congregational Church with “Movie Night Fundraiser” in the memo section.

Please contact Kristine Bacon with payment or any questions at bbacon@optonline.net
or 203-878-6009.

Name:

Number of Movie tickets x $2.00 =




The War Years

Many Readers have commented about the lists of soldiers serving during the war[s] whose names
were archived in the various church publications. This is a good thing, because we need to remem-
ber. Remembering strengthens relationships, reminds us who we are, reaffirms our commitment to
one another, and makes us whole.

Winnie Ingram remarked that her brother Winstan served in the wars, and
was a member of this church.

Bette Richardson called and said that she and her husband Don remember
many who were in the Fireside Club who also served. They remembered
Don's brother, John Richardson, Doug Waterhouse, Elwood Hattersley,
Ann Jones and Paul Starbucks.

The list goes on. My meager resources as librarian, born after WWII,
only a member of this congregation a mere 37 years or so, leave me un-
knowing and ill-prepared to make an exhaustive list of those who served.
One would need to consult church historians, and their records, wherever
they may be found.

If anyone knows of others who served and were not on December Courier's
list of Rev. Sellick's of 1943, or of those whose names were there, but
overlooked, don't hesitate to contact me, Zoli Toman, at 203-378-5400, or
zoltantoman@sbcglobal.net.
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Historical Moment

In the following piece of historical fiction, two female members of First Congregational are chat-
ting on the steps of the Town House and Conference Room behind the church, about where Packard
Hall sits today. They haven't seen one another for a while. It's August, 1859.

Hattie: Winnifred dear, I haven't seen you in a year of Sundays. Wherever have you been?

Winnifred: Why, Hattie, Hezekiah and I went to San Francisco for 2 years to establish his
fur trading business with the Astors. My, my, I don't recognize this corner. They've
moved our beloved church, where Zeke and T were married, o the South West, just be-
yond the Town House, here. And the new church is almost completed, I see.

Hattie: Yes, Winnifred, and you probably didn't hear: we have a new minister, agarn.

Winnifred: Whatever do you mean, again? We just settled on Reverend Page a scant 2
years ago just before we left for California.

Hattie: He returned to Perry, New York, with his wife and children.

Winnifred: Did he now? Wasn't that where he came from before we called him here?

Hattie: Yes indeed. In my opinion, his wife missed her kinfolk, although no reason was
given for his dismissal. The church called Reverend Benjamin Swan. Perhaps you remember
him?

Winnifred: Oh yes, a fine preacher, very likeable.

Hattie: Plans are set for the new church building's dedication for this Fall, on October 27.
Reverend Swan, according o my husband, will speak on "Life's Memorial Days."

Winnifred: Oh, I'm sure that'll be very fitting.

Hattie: Moreover, they're expecting almost a thousand people fo come to the dedication.
I'm sure everyone wants to see the building, as it's the talk of the State, and the spire is
the only one of its kind outside of New York City.

Continued on page 14
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Winnifred: I expect so. It's quite a deviation from the traditional New England oblong
meeting House design. I'm surprised we were able to raise the twenty thousand Dollars to
build it.

Hattie: Yes, especially in these trying times. There's talk of secession if Mr. Lincoln gets
elected a year from now, next November.

Winnifred: Let's pray fervently that the country stays together.
Hattie: Amen fo that. It's almost time for service to start. See you in church!

Respectfully submitted,
Zoltan Toman  December 11, 2011

THANK YOU!

"The church librarians wish to thank Tryg and Judy Angell for their book contribution
to the church library. The books are of all genres: devotions, Bible history, church his-
tory, theology, personal enrichment, etc.

There is also a book written by Lamar Kincaid. Some of the older members remember
him, were baptized, confirmed and married by him.

The books need to be categorized, labelled and shelved. Some will be put out for the
Lending Library, and the remainder will be in the research and reference areas, in the
Kee Boardroom, and in LPH.

A complete list will be made available for next month's Courier. Please look for them.

Thanks again to Tryg and Judy, two members, who are always giving of themselves to
enrich our church community."

Respectfully submitted, Zoltan Toman, MaryAnn Hulford and Joshua Toman, your
church co-librarians.
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FORGIVENESS
Game

Try this twist on musical chairs.

What you need:
* 28 large index cards
* Black marker
» Two teams of people
* Radio or CD player

What you do:

1. On index cards, write out
forgiveness, one letter per
card. Make two sets (two
F’s, two O’s, etc.).

2. Mix up the cards and form
them face up in a circle on
the floor. (You’ll have six
blanks mixed in.)

3. Have teams mix themselves
up and stand in a circle
around the cards. Ask an
extra person to turn the
music on and off.

4. As the music plays, teams
walk around the circle.
When the music stops,
players each pick up the
card nearest them.

5. Team members take their
cards to a designated area
and try to spell forgiveness.
Any double letters or
blanks go back to the
“music person,” who
reorganizes remaining
cards, spacing them evenly
into a fresh circle.

6. Play continues until one
team spells forgiveness.

Ana DiBlase
Henry Silberger

Casey Companik
Matthew Ranilla
Courtney Thompson

2/10
2/10
2/20
2/26
2/27

N

-

— —

vQLLOW GOD'S EXANMPp

In a letter to the church in Colossae,
the apostle Paul wrote about the importance of forgiveness.

e ® DIRECTIONS ® o - -
To complete Colossians 3:13 (NIV), use the smaller words to fill in the larger words.

gain as or ear van an for give
gave her on it one other he an a

B__ __ _ w___ _h each

ot d _ _ _ qgive
____e an if _ _y
of you h grie______ ce

a st some :

For as t L d

for you.”

[ COLOSSIANS 3:13, n |
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Brian F. Goodrich
General Contractor, Licensed & Insured

Jack of all Trades

Ph: 203-377-6672 Cell Ph: 203-382-4971

Recommended by Bill Hickey, Facilities Manager
First Congregational Church

That ye love one another,
as | have loved you, that ye also love
one another. (John 13:34)

Donna, Dick and Bonnie Reynolds

Dennis & D’Arcy

Funeral Home
2611 Main Street Stratford, CT 06615
Burials - Cremations - Transportation
203-375-2798

Adzima Funeral Home
50 Paradise Green Place
Stratford, CT 06614
(203) 375-2200

Telephone (203) 378-6097
= Fax (203) 378-1819

2220 Main Street
Stratford, CT 06615

Robert J. GaIeIIo
Funeral Director

Our courier reaches an audience of over 540
members and friends of First Congregational
Church.

To participate in our promotional page either
professionally or personally, please contact
the Church Administrator, Sandy O’Neill via
email Firstchurchofstratford@yahoo.com or
by phone 203-378-2644.

e, (O g A

Richard G. Ross
Attorney at Law
203-381-0092
83 Chanbrook Road
Stratford, Connecticut 06614

*Wills & Trust—EIder Law
*Probate Administration
*Federal (IRS) & Connecticut
Tax Matters

JOHN J.WHITE, JR.
President

225 Benton St., Stratford, CT 06615
12 Friar Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611

WHITE HOME PRODUCTS

“SINCERE QUALITY”

Vinyl Siding - Replacement Windows & Doors -Roofing

Bow & BayWindows - Gutters ? Storm Doors - Windows
www.whitehome products.com

Business 203-336-5334 - Fax203-386-9915

Recommended by Bill Hickey, Facilities Manager
First Congregational Church




v

FEBRUARY 2012

4

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
. . . 2 3 4
Volunteers will be covering the office from 9am-12pm 70m AA Planni ]
during the Church Admin.'s absence lvrljg;ting anning - 7:15pm AA 9am-12pm FSBC
February 7—February 15. 7:30pm Camera Clup  7-30Pm Choir 10am AA
Please call during these hours. Thank you. gg;?uglfllg?r?::r &
Talent Show
5 10am Worship 6 7 8 9 10 11
‘é"é Sgg@%ﬂg} and - 4pm Bells 7pm Book Study 7:15pm AA 9am-12pm FSBC
11:15 Fellowship/  oP™-8PM G_if' Scouts FSBC 7:30pm Choir 10am WSL
BOCE 7pm Council Mtg 7:30pm Palm Sunday AA
12:00 FSBC Boy Scouts Choir Rehearsal
4pm UUCGB 7:30pm Sister Cities
NO PF
12 Scout Sunday 13 14 15 16 17 18
10am Worship w/  4pm Bells 7pm FSBC 7:30pm Camera Club  7:00pm Deacons 6-9pm Girl Scouts 9am-12pm FSBC
Sunday School  6pm-8pm Girl Scouts  7:30pm Palm Sun- 7:15pm AA 6-10p Movie Night 10am AA
11:15 Fellowship 7pm Trustees Mtg day Choir Rehearsal .
12:00 FSBC 7:30pm Choir
4pm UUCGB Boy.Scout.s . Valentine’s Day
6-8pm PF 7:30pm Sister Cities
19 FatSunday 20 Office Closed 21 22 23 24 25
10am Worship 4pm Bells 7pm Book Study  7pm Ash Wed. 7:15pm AA 4:30-7pm Fish Fry-  9am-12pm FSBC
11:15 Fellowship/  6pm-8pm Girl Scouts FSBC Service 7:30pm Choir LPH 10am AA

Benevolence/
Stewardship

7pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm Sister Cities

7:30pm Palm Sunday
Choir Rehearsal

5-10pm Renaissance
Dinner Theatre-UPH

5-10pm Renaissance
Dinner Theatre-UPH

12:00 FSBC w/using lower
4pm UUCGB kitchen
6-8pm PF Ash Wednesday

Presidents’ Day
26 27 28 29
10am Worshipw/  4pm Bells 7pm Book Study
Sunday School 6pm-8pm Girl Scouts FSBC

11:15 Fellowship/
Music Committee
12:00pm FSBC
4pm UUCGB
6-8pm PF

7pm Boy Scouts
7:30pm Sister Cities

7:30pm Palm Sunday
Choir Rehearsal




