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First Congregational Church of  Stratford 
2301 Main Street, Stratford, CT 06615 

January Courier  

January Events 
 
 

Rose Window Concert 
with Michael Jovovich and Friends 

January 8, 2012 
3:00pm 

 
Women’s Service League 

January 14, 201 
10:00am 

 
 

Annual Church Meeting 
January 29, 2012 

                                        10:20am 
 
 

Waffle Brunch following worship  
and the Annual Meeting 

January 29, 2012 
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“HAPPY NEW YEAR” 
 
 

I must tell you that this will be short and sweet. In a week where I have been preparing for 
three worship services, writing the weekly Pastor’s Letter, and finalizing the Annual Re-
port, there’s isn’t much left for the January Courier.  But I would like to wish all of you a 
happy and glorious New Year.   
 
It’s amazing that at this time of year, when things are cold and dark,  we actually dream of 
starting over.  I never thought of New Years as an act of grace.  But it can be.  It’s a second 
chance. We hope to do things differently this year. I would like to be the coach that tells 
you that you can.  Everything can change. Life can be different. 
   
But you can’t do it on your own.  With God’s help all things are possible; but only with 
God’s help. I know how well I’ve been able to carry out New Year’s resolutions on my 
own. But when I take them seriously, prayer must be part of it.  My advice is keep your list 
short; make them difficult but not impossible. In other words make it something that makes 
you stretch. And finally make them meaningful. It’s nice to lose weight to fit back into that 
dress or those trousers when you were twenty-five. It’s more meaningful if you did the 
same thing but for a different reason. You do it to increase your health and mobility. Make 
your motivation love regardless of the resolution.  It’s more likely you’ll lose those pounds, 
pay off those debts, or repair your house, if your motivation is love; love for your body, for 
your family, or for the world.  Love is the greatest power of all for making change.  God be 
with you and your dreams as we enter the 2012.  

 

                       Blessings for a happy New Year 

             The Rev. Ed Rawls 
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Worship for January 
 
January 1st – The scripture is Luke 2:22-40.  We will celebrate Holy Communion.  
“When The Tree Comes Down.”  
January 8th – “Baptism of Christ Sunday.”  We will celebrate the baptism of Hunter Ryan 
Beauchemin  We will also affirm our own baptisms.  Scriptures – Genesis 1:1-5, Mark 
1:4-11.  Sermon – “Renewing Our Baptismal Vows”  
January 15 – New Members will join.  Scriptures – Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, I Corinthians 
6:12-20, John 1:43-51.  Sermon – “You Know Me”  
January 22 – Jonah 3:1-5, 10,  I Corinthians 7:29-31, Mark 1:14-20 – Sermon – “The 
Time is Now!”  
January 29 – Psalm 111, I Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28 – Sermon – “He Comes 
with Authority but Authority With Love” 

                          “Book Study Begins” 
 

We are beginning a book study on January 17th that speaks to the future 
of First Congregational Church. The name of the book is “Liberating 
Hope! Daring to Renew the Mainline Church.”   It is written by Michael 
S. Piazza and Cameron B. Trimble, who are co-founders of the United 
Church of Christ’s “Center for Progressive Renewal.”  I have challenged 
leaders in our church to take part in this study.  But I would like invite 

anyone who is interested in helping our church to not only survive but thrive whether you 
consider yourself a leader or not.  I would love to invite brand new members, visitors, as 
well as our long time members.  The book addresses the major decline in membership that 
is taking place in all mainline churches, and how if trends continue, the mainline church 
may no longer exist.  But it doesn’t leave us there.  The book continues to show how this 
can be an exciting time for us to grow and to thrive.  I have ordered fifteen books so far.  If 
you have signed up, we have a book for you. If you would like to sign up, I need to hear 
from you immediately in order that we might get more books. We’d like each person to pay 
for their book. The cost is $20.00.  You can also download the book onto an e-reader from 
Pilgrim Press if you’d like.  The class will begin January 17, 2012 and run each Tuesday 
through February 28th.  We will not meet on February 14th.  Please come and join us as we 
ponder the ramifications for the future of First Congregational Church.   



 
NOTICE 

372nd. ANNUAL MEETING 
January 29, 2012 

 
 THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH OF STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT,  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST WILL BE HELD  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2012                               
AT 10:20 A.M. IN THE SANCTUARY 

 
TO REVIEW 2011 ACTIVITIES / ANNUAL REPORTS,                       

ELECT OFFICERS, BOARD & COMMITTEE MEMBERS                         
TO NEW TERMS  

 
TO ADOPT A 2012 BUDGET 

 
TO TRANSACT ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY                                       

PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE MEETING 
 
 
 

Virginia Millington 
Church Clerk 
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Annual Waffle Brunch! 
 

 
Please join the Pilgrim Fellowship Youth Group for the Annual Waffle Brunch                                                    

following the annual meeting on January 29, 2012. 
 

Tasty waffles and a variety of toppings will be available for a reasonable price. 
Don’t miss the perfect opportunity to fill your belly on the way to the Annual Meeting! 

Submission of information for the Courier: The February 2012 Courier deadline 
will be January 15, 2012. Please try to send all submissions for the Courier via the 
church email address at firstchurchofstratford@yahoo.con to help make production of 
the Courier easier to process. For those of you who do not have a computer, your 
handwritten or typewritten articles will still be accepted, but please try to have them 
in a few days prior to the deadline. In addition, if you would like to receive your 
Courier via email, please contact the office and or check out the website for the Cou-
rier at firstchurchstratford.org.                                                                                                   
    Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 
                                                           Sandy O’Neill, Church Administrator 

TO REVIEW 2011 ACTIVITIES / ANNUAL REPORTS,                       
ELECT OFFICERS, BOARD & COMMITTEE MEMBERS                         

TO TRANSACT ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY                                       
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Sunday School News      
 
 
 

 
We have been very busy the first half of the 2011-2012 Sunday School year!  Our first day back was 
September 18th and what a great turnout! We were glad to see many familiar faces at the registration 
table and we welcomed many new families too.  Many of our veteran teachers returned and we wel-
comed three new teachers in our Pre K/K and 3rd/4th grade classes. 
 
One exciting change was the implementation of a new Sunday School curriculum, Spark - Activate 
Faith (http://activatefaith.org/). Spark was chosen for several reasons: 

helps teachers provide informative, engaging and enjoyable classes 
offers key Old Testament and New Testament Bible stories 
includes weekly pamphlet for the children with interesting articles and activities 

Each Sunday all classes learn the same Bible lesson but at an age appropriate level.  If you are inter-
ested, take a look on the website for samples of what the curriculum is all about. 
 
In October we presented each 3rd grader with their very own Bible. We also held our UNICEF Chal-
lenge Fundraiser and congratulations to grade 3rd/4th for raising the highest amount for UNICEF.  
They will receive a special snack during class time in January. 
 
In November, we welcomed the return of the Youth Choir, under the direction of Dr. Joe and Laurie 
Delgado – it was so nice to hear their sweet voices again. 
 
December has been especially busy as we prepare for and celebrate the holiday season.  December 4th 
was our Advent Lesson and Workshop where children created a holiday craft and learned about the 
season of Advent.  On December 11th Jeff Gedney led an informative Nativity Lesson about life dur-
ing the time when Jesus was born while Deb Gedney helped all the children chose their costumes for 
the Christmas Pageant.  On December 18th, we held our Christmas Pageant in conjunction with the 
Senior Choir Christmas Cantata – a very special day to celebrate the holidays for our Congregation. 
 
On January 1st, we will have a special group lesson in Lower Packard Hall and the schedule for the 
remainder of January is: 
 

January 8th  – Naomi and Ruth 
January 15th – David and Goliath (Children’s Moment)    
January 22nd – Elijah and the Widow 
January 29th – Jonah and the Big Fish (Cherub Choir sings) 

 
We thank our teachers for their dedication in teaching and caring for our children and appreciate our 
supportive parents.  We are looking forward to a great second half of the school year! 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Kristine Bacon 
Director of Christian Education     
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WOMEN'S SERVICE LEAGUE JANUARY 14 
  

       The Women's Service League will meet Saturday,               
January 14 at 10A.M. 

We have lots to talk about and plants to make. 
Jamie Dobrovich will bring a display of Pampered Chef as 

well as 
Co-host with Beth Turner.  

Please join us with some good ideas for the New Year! 

Sincere Thanks! 
 
The Women’s Service League sends sincere thanks to everyone who sup-
ported our Holiday Cookie Sale. Thanks to all the ladies that baked, those 
that packaged cookies Saturday morning and all of you wonderful people 

that purchased the cookies. 
We hope that you are pleased.  

Thanks to all these folks working together, our treasury will benefit 
$600.00! We wish you all a happy and healthy New Year! 

 
                            -Submitted by Irene Breault 
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First Congregational Church of Stratford Presents: 

 
A Rose Window Concert Series 

 
Michael and Friends 

 

Standard Time 
 

Michael Jovovich 
 

with  
 

Dr. Joe Utterback 
 

with special guest artists: 
 

Tony LaVorgna 
 

Nick Macri 
 

Roger Post  
 

and  
 

Eric Nyquist 
 
 

Saturday, January 8, 2012 
 

3:00PM 
 

First Congregational Church of Stratford 
 

2301 Main Street, Stratford 
 

203-378-2644 
 

A free will offering will be accepted 
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Brian F. Goodrich 
General Contractor, Licensed & Insured 

Jack of all Trades 
Ph: 203-377-6672       Cell Ph: 203-382-4971 

Recommended by Bill Hickey, Facilities Manager 
First Congregational Church 

                                                Rod Smith 

SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT FLOORING 
Hardwood Flooring 

Ins talled ▪ Sanded ▪ Finished 
304 Main Ave., #118                                                                    

Norwalk, CT 06857                                        Cell (203) 984-4201  

Employed with great satisfaction by First Congregational Church 

Dennis & D’Arcy 
Funeral Home 

2611 Main Street Stratford, CT 06615 
Burials - Cremations - Transportation 

203-375-2798 

David Banks 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Relieve Stress and Aches and Pains                   
with Therapeutic Massage 

Convenient Locations in Hamden and Milford 
   203-520-2246            CT License #005704                                    

KNOTT & KNOTT 
Attorneys at Law 

1656 Main Street, Stratford, CT 06615 
Telephone 375-1433 Facsimile 378-7192 

 
Barry C. Knott - Kathleen M. Dunn 

The William R. McDonald 
Funeral Home 
2591 Main Street 

Stratford, Connecticut 
203-378-0758 

 
That ye love one another,  

as I have love you, that ye also love 
one another. (John 13:34) 

 
Donna, Dick and Bonnie Reynolds 

 
IMAGINE 

YOUR BUSINESS 
INFORMATION HERE! 

JOHN J.WHITE, JR.          225 Benton St., Stratford, CT 06615           
President                              12 Friar Lane, Trumbull , CT 06611 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           
                                   “SINCERE QUALITY” 
 
    Vinyl  Siding ▪ Replacement Windows & Doors   ▪ Roofing 
   Bow & Bay Windows ▪  Gutters ▪ Storm Doors & Windows 
                             www.whitehomeproducts .com 
        
         Business 203-336-5334    ▪      Fa x 203-386-9915 
 

Recommended by Bill  Hickey, Facilities Manager 
First Congregational Church 

 
Richard G. Ross 

Attorney at Law 
203-381-0092 

83 Chanbrook Road 
Stratford, Connecticut 06614 

 
*Wills & Trust—Elder Law 

*Probate Administration 
*Federal (IRS) & Connecticut 

Tax Matters 




