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One in Christ Jesus 

 

This past month I had the opportunity to hear one of our missionaries from Colombia.  His 
name was Michael Joseph. He’s about the age of my daughters; late twenties, early thir-
ties. He spoke to us of how the protestant church in rural Colombia was suffering horrible 
human rights abuses and yet still growing. He shared how between a 120 to a 140 pastors 
and church leaders have been murdered by either paramilitary groups or drug cartels.  It 
reminded me of another story I’d heard two years ago when a Baptist pastor from north-
ern Nigeria spoke at our association meeting.  He was there because he was in a program 
at Hartford Seminary.  He spoke of how hundreds of pastors and leaders in the church in 
northern Nigeria were being murdered by Islamists and extremists.  

There were two things I found in common in both of these speakers concerning their 
churches in the third world.   First of all, they did not find it unusual that they would be 
suffering in the fashion they were.  In a video from Colombia, one of the pastors shared 
how Jesus called us to take up our crosses and follow him.  He then asked the question, 
“How far are we supposed to take it?” Then he answered. “As far as he did.”  Dying for 
their faith was something that came with their baptism.  The Baptist pastor echoed the 
same reality when he spoke. 

The second thing they both shared was their intent to forgive their enemies, even those 
who had killed their pastors and continued to threaten not only their leaders but their 
wives and children.  Both spoke of learning to be a disciple which meant learning to love 
your enemies.  The Baptist pastor from Nigeria was at Hartford Seminary with Muslim 
leaders from around the world, to learn how to go back to his village and begin to work for 
peace.   

I couldn’t help but think of the huge gap between the churches in the third world and the 
churches here. I wonder how many would be willing to go to seminary if they knew it 
meant that they and their children could be murdered at any moment. I wonder how 
many of us would be intent on loving our enemies after they had killed our pastor or 
members of his family. I couldn’t help but think that now it was time that the churches in 
the third world started sending missionaries to us rather than us sending missionaries to 
them.  We have so much to learn from them. Yes, we have the material riches that they so 
desperately need to physically survive. But they have, what Jesus called, riches in heaven 
that we so desperately need if we are to spiritually survive.  

                                                                                    -The Rev. Ed Rawls 
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“Wow, I Wasn’t Expecting This”  

 

You might say I have a certain ritual when writing up my part for the courier. I begin by 
writing out all of the scriptures, the themes, and the sermon titles for the coming 
month.  As I began putting my part of The Courier together, it was another reminder 
that I will be taking some time away very soon and will not be preaching for much of 
October.  Most of you already know why.  But for those who don’t, let me explain.     

During the early part of the summer I hurt my back. Some of you may remember the 
Sunday when I did something I had never done in my life. I preached while sitting down 
on a stool.  The pain resided some so I put off going to the doctor thinking it would get 
better.  Not wanting to sound sexist, but I do think this is an attribute specific to the 
male species.  But even my doctor agreed that it probably was nothing, but to be safe, 
she suggested I see an orthopedist.  The pain was off again and on again.  The orthope-
dist recommended I get an MRI but even that was delayed until I returned from vaca-
tion.  By that time, the pain was nothing more than a little irritation. So when I re-
turned to the orthopedist, after my MRI, and he told me that I needed surgery, I was as 
shocked as anyone else.  He told me that my disc was totally blow own. I was thinking, 
since I’m in such little pain that I could postpone the surgery until after Christmas. But 
he was insistent that the longer I waited the greater the risk that I could do something 
that could make this surgery far more complicated. In other words, I needed to sched-
ule the surgery as soon as possible.   

So on October 5th, I will be going into Bridgeport Hospital for disc surgery.  That’s all I 
know at the moment.  I am expected to be out of the office for two to three weeks.  I 
have been planning and conferring with the Deacons and the Trustees to make sure 
that everything is covered. Different people will be taking on different tasks. But all of 
my responsibilities will be covered. And someone will be there to preach and to be 
there for you if you need them.   I hope to be in church on the October 23rd but may 
not be preaching. We’ll see. But keep me in your prayers. I hope to get back to being as 
physically active as I was before this happened three months ago.  

 

                                                                                     -The Rev. Ed Rawls 
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Worship for October 
October 2 – World Communion Sunday – Neighbors in Need Special Offering                         
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20, Galatians 3:23-27, “We All Belong to Christ”  

October 9 – Rev. Don Studer will be preaching. Many of you know Don. He and his wife 
always attend our fish dinners. Don is a retired UCC pastor living in Fairfield County.  

October 16 – Mr. Eric Nyquist will be preaching. Many of you know that Eric is a very          
dynamic and gifted preacher and worship leader.  

October 23rd – Stewardship Sunday – We are not sure who will be giving the                       
Stewardship Sermon, either Doug Halley or Sue Wilson.  

October 30 – Reformation Sunday - Joshua 3:7-17, Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37,                                     
I Thessalonians 2:9-13, Matthew 23:1-12,                                                                                           
Sermon – “Let the Redeemed of the Lord Say So!”  

Listen to Sermons from the Church Website 

Recordings of Rev. Rawls’ sermons are now available from the church website. Browse 
to http://www.firstchurchstratford.org/sermons/ and follow the link to MP3 recordings 
that can be played immediately or downloaded. 

The church website also has available links to the most recent Pastor’s Letters, copies of the Courier and 
a listing of the books available in our Church Library. 

THANK 
YOU 

The Board of Christian Education would like to say a 
big Thank You to Barbara and Bill Hickey for all of the 
work that they did this past summer to renovate the 
Crib & Toddler room. They donated the funds for all 
the materials and gave generously of their time to 
create a cheerful and welcoming room. If you have not 
had a chance, stop by on a Sunday morning and take a 
look at this beautifully redone room.  
 
 



Board of Benevolence News 
 
 
 
Donated items for the November Church Fair Tag Sale can be dropped off starting in 
October and up to Monday, November 7. Please place your items under the stairway 

leading to upper Packard Hall. If you would like to suggest an 
asking price for a donation, please feel free to do so.  
 
We accept dishes, glassware, silverware, pots and pans, 
table and bed linens, tools, toys, sporting equipment, holiday 
items, garden items, small kitchen appliances, lamps, desk 

sets, household items such as trays, small tables and plant stands in good condition. 
For those items that were previously used outdoors please be sure to rinse or brush 
them off to remove any dirt or sand.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering as a worker on either Friday November 11th or 
Saturday November 12th then please contact Judy Larsen, 203-378-6892. 

 

 

 

This year our church once again participated in the CROP 
Hunger Walk. We raised $1565 (up from $1400 in 2010) and 
we had 16 walkers. Thank you to all who walked and to all who 
sponsored them. 

 

 

 

Thank you from your Board of Benevolence. 

Pastoral Relations Committee 
 
The next committee meeting will be on Monday, October 3 rd at 1:30 p.m. in the Pastor’s 
Parlor. If you have joys and/or concerns which are appropriate for this committee, please 
contact one of the following: Irene Breault, Gerry Dunbar, Ray Severance, Gale Whitte-
more or Fred Zorn. 



Page 6 

    Church Fair   
(Fri. Nov 11 & Sat. Nov.12, 2011) 

 

** Sept/Oct Update ** 
 

Tag Sale Items/Books 
 Please box up those tag sale items and books you have been looking to donate for the Fair.  
They can be brought to the church starting (3) weeks before the fair.  Please contact Carl 
Larsen Jr with any questions. 
 

Candy Booth 
A big “sweet” thanks to Tammy Langston and the PF for graciously offering to chair this 
booth.   

Children’s Activity Area 
I am looking for someone or several people to chair a children’s activity area in the Boy 
Scout Room.  Run some simple games and/or craft activities to entertain the children and 
also make $ for the fair.  Maybe penny candy??  Please see me if interested. 

 
Raffle Gift Certificates 

A big money maker at the fair is the Gift Certificate Raffle Board.  The more area Gift 
Certificates to local establishments, such as restaurants, hair salons, etc. the more 
attractive the raffle board!  You can help by asking some of the businesses you frequent to 
consider giving a Gift Certificate to the Church.  Please contact to Lynne Pert or Winnie 
Ingram if you have any certificates.  

Jewelry 
Do you have any jewelry you no longer wear and don’t know what to do with it?  Donate it to 
the church fair Jewelry Booth.  The jewelry can be left in the Bd Room in the Fair mailbox.  

 
Seed $$ 

There is always a need for seed money to help defer the start-up costs of the fair.  There 
will be a bucket in Upper Packard Hall on Sundays for your donations.  Whatever you can give 
would be appreciated.  
 

Volunteers 

The fair is a very important fundraiser for our church and it requires the work of the entire 
congregation to make it a success.  We need YOUR help, big or small, to accomplish our goal 
of raising as much $ as last year, if not more, this year.  Please see me if you would like to 
help out at any of the booths or food areas- it’s a great way to meet people, help your 
church and have fun, too !! 

********* 
   Any questions, contact:            Carol Haberlin, Fair Chair 

 (203) 378-3981  
 c_haberlin@yahoo.com  
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CHEESE BOOTH - NOVEMBER CHURCH FAIR 

Guess what?....Guess what?  We are anxious to share 

the good news that we have to tell........................that 
our wonderful November Fair has been getting its cheese 

from Cabot, Vermont, for more than 30 years!!!!!!!!!! 
  

And so, it is important to call Gale or Fred and give them  
your order when after you've read.........................that 
the 2 lb. pre-packaged sharp cheddar cheese bricks 

are ageing and waiting as pre-Fair clock ticks....... 
  

Only orders for the 2 lb. bricks placed before Sunday, October 16, 2011 will be honored and 
available for payment and pickup at the Fair on either Friday, 11/11/11 or Saturday, 11/12/11. 
  

You may place your order immediately by calling Gale or Fred Whittemore at 203-378-4236.  If 
you prefer, you may use the Cheese Table in UPH after worship on Sundays, Oct. 9th or Oct. 
16, 2011.                                            Email:  windylady35@aol.com 

  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

  

AND FOR THE 17th YEAR................ 
    We have just what the doctor ordered and surely you'll agree..... 
    that the jams, jellies, pickles, relishes, purchased at the Fair are specialties. 
    So, we ask for your contributions to the expansion of the Cheese Booth. 
    Please share your summer work of canning and preserving........ 

Ah, what sweet tooth!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
  

    At the 2010 Fair, there were 62 such items contributed and we certainly sold out  
    quickly.  Our goal for 2011 is for at least 100 items to be available for sale. 

CAN YOU HELP???? 

  

    We need and request everyone's participation and we thank you very much, in 

    advance........... 
                                                                                YOUR CHEESE BOOTH 
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APPLE CIDER BULLETIN.........   

 

  Over the years, some very generous church members and friends have continued to 
underwrite the cost of the freshly pressed pasteurized cider for our annual              
November Church Fair.      

 Again this year, VINCENT CHASE and GEORGE RIPLEY have offered to help  guar-
antee that this wonderful cider will be available for purchase by the glass at our an-
nual Fair to be held on Friday, November 11th and Saturday, November 12th, 2011.      

Therefore, your Cheese Booth is again both delighted and grateful to express its sin-
cere appreciation to both of these men.    
                                                                                           Your Cheese Booth.  

......AND AGAIN, THIS YEAR.....   There will be three (3) new, round wooden cheese 
boxes and covers available for sale at the Fair for $5.00 each.  The large (38 lb) 
rounds of cheese comes in these boxes and they are clean and ideal for varied 
craft projects, such as toy boxes, hassocks, knitting materials, etc.    

If you would like to reserve one or more of these boxes, please call Gale or Fred at 
203-378-4236; or email: windylady35@aol.com...........    

These boxes go fast, so please don't delay.   
                                                                                                    Your Cheese Team  

Submission of information for the Courier: The November 2011 Courier 
deadline will be October 15, 2011. Please try to send all submissions for the 
Courier via the church email address at firstchurchofstratford@yahoo.con to 
help make production of the Courier easier to process. For those of you who 
do not have a computer, your handwritten or typewritten articles will still be 
accepted, but please try to have them in a few days prior to the deadline. 
Please make your submissions no more than a page.  In addition, if you 
would like to receive your Courier via email, please contact the office and or 
check out the website for the Courier at firstchurchstratford.org.                                                              
  Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 

                                            Sandy O’Neill, Church Administrator 
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MOVIE NIGHT!!!! 
 

Please join us at First Congregational Church on Friday, October 21st at 7:00pm for a fun filled 
event!  Come and enjoy a night out and see the movie “Night at the Museum:  Battle of the 
Smithsonian” (Rated PG).  It will be a night for family fun and fellowship, as we raise money for 
a good cause. 

 

All proceeds raised from this event will be put into the Silver Lake Scholarship Fund that the 
First Congregational Church awards to the youth in our Church to attend Summer Camp at 
Silver Lake.  Attending Silver Lake Summer Camp is such a rewarding and fun experience that 
benefits our children.  With your help, we hope to raise monies to help families with the cost 
of the camp and enable more children to attend camp.   

 

Your donation of $2.00 per person will be your ticket into the movie.   

 

In addition, we will have popcorn, candy and beverages for sale at the event. 

 

Eat dinner at home and then come out to enjoy a good movie.  Bring your favorite blankie, or 
beach chair or come in your pj’s.  Enjoy movie snacks and have a great time. 

 

Again, all proceeds will benefit the Silver Lake Scholarship Fund. 

 

Please make payment in advance for your movie tickets.   Please make checks payable to First 
Congregational Church with “Movie Night Fundraiser” in the memo section.    Please contact 
Kristine Bacon with payment or any questions at bbacon@optonline.net or 203-878-6009.   

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Movie Night event and appreciate your support for this 
cause! 

 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Movie tickets x $2.00 = ________________________________________________________ 

check out the website for the Courier at firstchurchstratford.org.                                                                                                                          
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          JOIN US FOR A  HALLOWEEN BASH! 
                TRUNK or TREAT! 

October 30th  6pm-8pm 
          PF Spook House!                 Refreshments!  
The Board of Christian Education needs your help to make this a successful 
event. We need volunteers to decorate their car and purchase candy.               
Contact Debbie Perman 203-375-6095 for more information. 

                                                                          

The Women’s Service League 
 

 Invites You and Your Family and/or Friends to a 
POTLUCK SUPPER and MUSIC 

 

When: Saturday, October 1st! 
Time: 5:30 PM 
Where: (newly redone) Lower Packard Hall 
 

Our own Eric Nyquist will share his musical talents with us!  
 

The cost is $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for seniors and $3.00 for children over 5 
years old.  You will be asked to bring a dish (main dish, salad or side or dessert) 
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Rose Window Concert Series 

First Concert of the 2011-12 Season 

Oktoberfest 
Dr. Joe Utterback, piano 

Allison Fay, soprano 
Michael Jovovich, tenor 

Mardee Reed-Ulmer, flute 
Vintage Brass Ensemble 

Bill Pond and Dan Jocis, trumpet * Irene Guda, French horn * 

Jonathan Hartman, trombone * Ken Sura, tuba 

 

Featuring Broadway standards, jazz tunes and classical selections 

Premiere of Dr. Joe Utterback’s “Lillie’s Waltz” for flute and piano 

 

October 9, 2011 

3 PM 
 

First Congregational Church of Stratford 
2301 Main Street 

Stratford, CT 06615 
 

No admission charge; a freewill offering will be taken 
Suggested donation: ten dollars 

 
For inquiries, please call (203) 386-9992 or 

email rosewindowconcerts@gmail.com 
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HISTORICAL MINISTERS: 

The ministers of First Congregational church were learned men with strong convictions.  
They were convicted to Christ, his teachings and in living his Word.  It isn’t unusual to find a 
firebrand for justice or a leader of society among them. 

 

Frederick William Chapman was another such man.  The Memorial Biographies of the New 
England Genealogical Society # 216 refers to him as: “decided in his convictions, frank and 
fearless in the expression of his religious sympathies, a faithful and successful pastor and 
teacher, a true friend and a cheerful and consistent Christian.” 

 

He served this church between the years of 1832 and 1839. He followed Thomas Robbins, 
who was here a mere twelve months.  Mr. Chapman was 26 when he was ordained at this 
church, and by that time he had earned his doctor of Divinity at Yale.  He married Emily Hill 
of Westbrook the following year in 1833.  They had three children, two boys and a girl.  The 
eldest, Frederick Jr. was born in Stratford the year before he resigned, in 1838. 

 

He was called to be a minister in Deep River, then after a dozen years to South Glastonbury.  
He also was a high school principal in Ellington for a dozen years, and after that he was an 
itinerant minister serving various churches in the state.  According to the records he pre-
pared about 500 pupils for higher education and fit a great number for college. 

 

While he was at Ellington as principal, his wife Emily died.  The following year he married a 
widow, Caroline Strickland Crooks of Ellington. 

 

He devoted his later years to researching and writing genealogies and publishing them.  He 
is noted for the family histories of 6 families: Chapman, Pratt, Trowbridge, Buckingham, 
Coit, and Bulkeley, and was working on 5 others at the time of his death.  It is for his gene-
alogies that he is noted.  You can find a few on the ‘Net. 

 

I had a difficult time finding information on him, for the usual references only had a couple 
of descriptive sentences on him.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Zoltan Toman, co-librarian, September 25th, 2011. 

First Congregational Church of Stratford 
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The Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport 
Highlights – October 2011 

 
 

 
October is Council Month! 
Member congregations are asked to observe “Council Month” one Sunday in October, 2011 (or any other Sunday).  
Council Month lifts and celebrates our partnership in mission with member congregations.  We provide tools to inform 
and inspire our members about the ways we use your mission giving to “turn faith into action…helping people at risk 
meet their urgent needs.”  To date 30 member congregations have agreed to participate. 
 
Here are suggested activities for your observance: 

• reading a two minute message we provide at morning worship;  
• publishing a message in your weekly bulletin and/or monthly newsletter;  
• sharing our materials after worship;  
• a presentation by a delegate, pastor or CCGB Board or staff member;  
• show our promotional seven-minute DVD.  

 
No fund-raising is intended with this observance.  Some congregations choose to receive a special offering but our goal 
is sharing news of our ministry. If you want to know more about observing Council Month, please contact Patty Jensen 
at pattyjensen@ccgb.org or 203.334.1121, ext. 243. 
 
Council Marathon Benefit: Rev. Dr. Brian Bodt will run his sixth marathon the October 9th at the Steamtown Marathon 
in Scranton, PA as a benefit for The Council of Churches.  As of early September, he has raised 65% of his $20K goal 
with just more than a month to go. If you would like to contribute, please contact him at brianbodt@ccgb.org or 
334.1121, ext. 233. 
 
Project Learn ~ Turning Students into Scholars 
Project Learn’s Annual Benefit Concert will be held on October 14 at 7 pm at Stratford United Methodist Church, 2600 
Main Street, Stratford, 06615.  Featured performers are members of the Norma F. Pfriem Children’s Choir and The 
Neighborhood Studios Jazz Ensemble. After-school programming has begun, with a new site at Salem Lutheran 
Church at 3160 Park Avenue in Bridgeport. The following school supplies are needed: paper, pencils, pens, notebooks, 
markers, pencil sharpeners, calculators, binders, loose leaf paper, book bags, construction paper, flash cards and book 
covers. If you are interested in providing some of these items and/or volunteering, please contact Sean Campbell at 203-
334-1121 ext. 244 or seancampbell@ccgb.org.   
 
CO-OP Center  ~ Creating Second Chances for Former Offenders 
CO-OP’s Annual Client Recognition Event will take place from 5:15 to 6 pm on Thursday October 6th at First Church 
Congregational, UCC; 148 Beach Road, Fairfield 06824; if you are interested in attending, contact Dan Braccio, 
danbraccio@ccgb.org or 203.334.1121, ext. 231 
 
Hunger Outreach  ~ Coordinating Area Feeding Initiatives 
H   NGER ~ the problem can’t be solved without “U”!! Please consider renewed efforts in collecting non-perishable 
food items ~ If you’d like information on what kinds of food to collect or a list of feeding programs, call Byron 
Crosdale at 334.1121 x 249 or byroncrosdale@ccgb.org.  To those who serve in community suppers and pantries all 
year long, our hearty thanks.   
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Brian F. Goodrich 
General Contractor, Licensed & Insured 

Jack of all Trades 
Ph: 203-377-6672       Cell Ph: 203-382-4971 

Recommended by Bill Hickey, Facilities Manager 
First Congregational Church 

                                                Rod Smith 

SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT FLOORING 
Hardwood Flooring 

Ins talled ▪ Sanded ▪ Finished 
304 Main Ave., #118                                                                    

Norwalk, CT 06857                                        Cell (203) 984-4201  

Employed with great satisfaction by First Congregational Church 

Dennis & D’Arcy 
Funeral Home 

2611 Main Street Stratford, CT 06615 
Burials - Cremations - Transportation 

203-375-2798 

David Banks 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Relieve Stress and Aches and Pains                   
with Therapeutic Massage 

Convenient Locations in Hamden and Milford 
   203-520-2246            CT License #005704                                    

KNOTT & KNOTT 
Attorneys at Law 

1656 Main Street, Stratford, CT 06615 
Telephone 375-1433 Facsimile 378-7192 

 
Barry C. Knott - Kathleen M. Dunn 

The William R. McDonald 
Funeral Home 
2591 Main Street 

Stratford, Connecticut 
203-378-0758 

 
That ye love one another,  

as I have love you, that ye also love 
one another. (John 13:34) 

 
Donna, Dick and Bonnie Reynolds 

 
IMAGINE 

YOUR BUSINESS 
INFORMATION HERE! 

JOHN J.WHITE, JR.          225 Benton St., Stratford, CT 06615           
President                              12 Friar Lane, Trumbull , CT 06611 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           
                                   “SINCERE QUALITY” 
 
    Vinyl  Siding ▪ Replacement Windows & Doors   ▪ Roofing 
   Bow & Bay Windows ▪  Gutters ▪ Storm Doors & Windows 
                             www.whitehomeproducts .com 
        
         Business 203-336-5334    ▪      Fa x 203-386-9915 
 

Recommended by Bill  Hickey, Facilities Manager 
First Congregational Church 

 
Richard G. Ross 

Attorney at Law 
203-381-0092 

83 Chanbrook Road 
Stratford, Connecticut 06614 

 
*Wills & Trust—Elder Law 

*Probate Administration 
*Federal (IRS) & Connecticut 

Tax Matters 



Adzima Funeral Home 
50 Paradise Green Place 

Stratford, CT  06614 
(203) 375-2200 

              
                

  
IMAGINE 

YOUR BUSINESS 
INFORMATION HERE 

  
 

IMAGINE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

INFORMATION HERE! 

  

    Edward J. Dillon & Sons 
               FLOWER & GIFT SHOPS 
     2168 Main Street            180 Boston Ave 
       203-378-2226                  203-375-0057 
                       1-800-562-1074 
             Stratford, Connecticut 06615 

 Telephone (203) 378-6097 
              Fax (203) 378-1819 

Robert J. Galello                         2220 Main Street 
Funeral  Director                     Stratford, CT 06615 

Pistey Funeral Home Raymond Pistey 
Funeral Directo r 

 2155 Main Street Stratford CT 203-378-2213 

Our courier reaches an audience of over 650 members and friends of First Congregational Church.  To participate in our promotional page either professionally or personally, please contact the Church Administrator, Sandy O’Neill via email Firstchurchofstratford@yahoo.com or by phone 203-378-2644. 




